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Dear Families, 
 
Although Cape Breton Victoria Regional Centre for Education (CBVRCE) schools and offices are physically 
closed, our staff are working remotely to support families and students during these unprecedented 
times.  Recently the government announced an extension of these closures until May 19, at which time 
this will be re-evaluated.  For further information on this please go to 
https://novascotia.ca/newrelease/?=20200428005.  

As teaching and learning continues during this pandemic, we have focused on key curriculum outcomes. 
Teachers have been creative and student-centred in their ability to change learning activities and 
assignments, while recognizing a variety of often non-traditional ways in which students can demonstrate 
their knowledge and skills.  It is important that we think about how we will assess student learning both 
up to March 13, when schools closed, and after that as well. 

What is happening with marks, grading and report cards? 
  
Our foundational belief that no student will be disadvantaged because of the COVID-19 pandemic is the 
basis of our approach to student assessment.  It has been developed collaboratively by staff from the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, Regional Centres for Education, the Nova 
Scotia Teachers’ Union and the Public School Administrators Association of Nova Scotia. 
  
Highlights of our approach to Assessment include: 
  

• All students will receive an end of the year report card. 
• Students following an Individual Program Plan will continue to be assessed based on their 

individual outcomes. 
• Students on-track to graduate will graduate and students on-track to proceed to their next 

grade level will move to their next grade on time. 
• Teachers and schools will work with students to improve their marks during the pandemic. 
• High school students will be assessed and evaluated on modified coursework that is 

completed to the best of their ability. 
 
For more details on Assessment, please visit https://www.ednet.ns.ca/learning_at_home. 
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Upcoming dates: 
  

• Students in Grades Primary-9 will receive a Term Two report card by mid-May. These report 
cards will be emailed to parents and reflect work that would have been completed up to 
March 13. Schools will also be in contact with families if an email option is not available. 

• Students in Grades 10-12 will receive interim grades posted in PowerSchool by May 14, 2020. 
 
Thank you for everything you are doing to support the learning needs of your child(ren).  If this is becoming 
too much for your family, please reach out to your child’s teacher/principal to discuss.  We are here to 
support what’s possible in your family, and are actively supporting diverse approaches to your daily 
reality. We recognize that due to the pandemic, this is not a normal school year for teachers or families, 
and recently this has been compounded by the tragic events in our province.  Now more than ever it is 
important that we work together with kindness. 
 
Teachers, principals and other school support staff will continue to reach out while schools are 
closed.  Know we are also here to provide support, please call 902-564-8293. 
   
Stay safe and stay well. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan Kelley 
Regional Executive Director 
 
SK/mg 
 
 
 
 


